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Prince William conservation forum
to focus on closed public lands
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According to the Prince William Conservation Alliance, if
it’s public land, it should be open to the public.

“Public Access to Public Places” is the topic of the
conservation group’s 2011 Conservation Forum,
scheduled for Monday at 7:30 p.m. at the McCoart
Administration Building.

Discussion at the forum will focus on the Featherstone
National Wildlife Refuge in Woodbridge, Dove’s
Landing, located along the Occoquan River, and Lake
Manassas in Manassas, three publicly owned
properties that are currently closed to the public.

Congressman Gerald E. “Gerry” Connolly, D-11th, is
one of the featured speakers at the forum and will
discuss efforts to open the 325-acre Featherstone
refuge to the public.

“We can open this refuge to the public today with
virtually no improvements. It is the public’s land and the
Fish and Wildlife Service concedes that public use is
compatible with the protection of wildlife at
Featherstone,” Connolly said in a statement. “While
future improvements for public access to the refuge are
welcomed, Featherstone can be accessed safely right
now. We need to open Featherstone so Northern
Virginians can enjoy this beautiful spot on the
Potomac.”

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service released a draft
conservation plan in January, which recommended
opening Featherstone to the public, if “safe and legal
public access” can be secured.
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The federal government acquired the land that makes up the Featherstone Refuge in the 1970s, but it has never
been open to the public.

Speakers at the conservation forum will also talk about Dove’s Landing, a 225-acre property on the Occoquan
River which Prince William County has owned since 1996, and Lake Manassas, an 800-acre lake owned by
Manassas which has been closed to the public for several years.

In addition to Connolly, speakers include Rob Hartwell, chairman of the Elizabeth Hartwell Environmental
Education Fund, Mike Kane, a land conservation officer with the Piedmont Environmental Council and Chairman
of the Washington Smart Growth Alliance Conservation Program and Charlie Grymes, chairman of the Prince
William Conservation Alliance.

The program is sponsored by the Prince William Conservation Alliance, Prince William Wildflower Society,
Piedmont Environmental Council, Northern Virginia Bird Club, Sierra Club, Audubon Society of Northern Virginia
and Audubon Naturalist Society.

Staff writer Amanda Stewart can be reached at 703-530-3908.

© 2012 INSIDENOVA.COM. All  rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.

Posted in News, Local, Woodbridge on Wednesday, March 16, 2011 5:22 pm. Updated: 3:58 pm.

Rules of Conduct

1
Keep it Clean.
Please avoid obscene, vulgar,
lewd, racist or sexually-
oriented language.

2
Don't Threaten or
Abuse.
Threats of harming another
person will not be tolerated.
AND PLEASE TURN OFF
CAPS LOCK.

3
Be Truthful.
Don't knowingly lie about
anyone or anything.

4
Be Nice.
No racism, sexism or any sort
of -ism that is degrading to
another person.

5
Be Proactive.
Use the 'Report' link on each
comment to let us know of
abusive posts.

6
Share with Us.
We'd love to hear eyewitness
accounts, the history behind
an article.

Screen Name or Email Or, use your linked account:

Welcome to the discussion.

4 PHOTOS

Gar -
Field/Osbourn
b  b k

15 PHOTOS

Past Manassas
Christmas

6 PHOTOS

Hylton  defeats
Colonial For...

3 PHOTOS

Cuffed  11/16 -
11/23

CALENDAR
today's
events browse submit

http://www.insidenova.com/search/?q=&t=collection&l=10&d=&d1=&d2=&s=&sd=desc&c[]=multimedia/photo_galleries&f=html
http://www.insidenova.com/multimedia/photo_galleries/
http://www.insidenova.com/news/article_cd607e8e-3998-11e2-9333-001a4bcf6878.html
http://www.insidenova.com/news/article_8037072a-39a4-11e2-94b9-001a4bcf6878.html
http://www.insidenova.com/news/local/article_e7581aca-39c2-11e2-9169-0019bb30f31a.html
http://www.insidenova.com/news/local/article_2dad601c-3a3f-11e2-9b51-001a4bcf6878.html
http://www.insidenova.com/news/local/article_10d6b3b8-3a3e-11e2-bc82-001a4bcf6878.html
http://www.insidenova.com/news/article_281776e6-358b-11e2-b814-001a4bcf6878.html
http://www.insidenova.com/news/article_281776e6-358b-11e2-b814-001a4bcf6878.html
http://www.insidenova.com/news/local/article_9b224438-357a-11e2-9ad6-0019bb30f31a.html
http://www.insidenova.com/news/article_823ce906-341b-11e2-8f53-001a4bcf6878.html
http://www.insidenova.com/news/article_b00bd4b2-35ad-11e2-9b3d-001a4bcf6878.html
http://www.insidenova.com/news/article_04283750-37db-11e2-ba29-001a4bcf6878.html
http://www.insidenova.com/news/article_04283750-37db-11e2-ba29-001a4bcf6878.html
http://www.insidenova.com/site/terms.html
http://www.insidenova.com/news
http://www.insidenova.com/news/local
http://www.insidenova.com/news/local/woodbridge
http://www.insidenova.com/news/article_67658ae6-088a-5895-b32c-afcbe824826c.html?mode=print
http://www.insidenova.com/sports/collection_1b9352c6-3970-11e2-8fd9-001a4bcf6878.html
http://www.insidenova.com/sports/collection_1b9352c6-3970-11e2-8fd9-001a4bcf6878.html
http://www.insidenova.com/sports/collection_1b9352c6-3970-11e2-8fd9-001a4bcf6878.html
http://www.insidenova.com/sports/collection_1b9352c6-3970-11e2-8fd9-001a4bcf6878.html
http://www.insidenova.com/multimedia/collection_513c7a78-37ff-11e2-8670-001a4bcf6878.html
http://www.insidenova.com/multimedia/collection_513c7a78-37ff-11e2-8670-001a4bcf6878.html
http://www.insidenova.com/multimedia/collection_513c7a78-37ff-11e2-8670-001a4bcf6878.html
http://www.insidenova.com/multimedia/collection_513c7a78-37ff-11e2-8670-001a4bcf6878.html
http://www.insidenova.com/sports/collection_7bf2190e-35ec-11e2-9af8-0019bb30f31a.html
http://www.insidenova.com/sports/collection_7bf2190e-35ec-11e2-9af8-0019bb30f31a.html
http://www.insidenova.com/sports/collection_7bf2190e-35ec-11e2-9af8-0019bb30f31a.html
http://www.insidenova.com/multimedia/collection_d7ee90ce-35b6-11e2-96df-0019bb30f31a.html
http://www.insidenova.com/multimedia/collection_d7ee90ce-35b6-11e2-96df-0019bb30f31a.html
http://www.insidenova.com/multimedia/collection_d7ee90ce-35b6-11e2-96df-0019bb30f31a.html
http://www.insidenova.com/calendar
http://www.insidenova.com/calendar/search?advancedFormState=off&&s=start_time&sd=asc&l=10&d=11/29/2012
http://www.insidenova.com/calendar/search?advancedFormState=off&&s=start_time&sd=asc&l=10&d=11/29/2012
http://www.insidenova.com/calendar/search?advancedFormState=off&&s=start_time&sd=asc&l=10&d=11/29/2012
http://www.insidenova.com/calendar
http://www.insidenova.com/calendar
https://insidenova-dot-com.bloxcms-ny1.com/users/admin/calendar/event/?referer_url=/news/article_67658ae6-088a-5895-b32c-afcbe824826c.html
https://insidenova-dot-com.bloxcms-ny1.com/users/admin/calendar/event/?referer_url=/news/article_67658ae6-088a-5895-b32c-afcbe824826c.html


Prince William conservation forum to focus on closed public lands - INSIDENOVA.COM: News

http://www.insidenova.com/news/article_67658ae6-088a-5895-b32c-afcbe824826c.html[11/29/2012 3:07:34 PM]

Forgot?

Remember me on this
computer

Password

facebook

google

yahoo

Need an account? Create one now.

javascript:void(0)
https://insidenova-dot-com.bloxcms-ny1.com/users/signup/?referer_url=/news/article_67658ae6-088a-5895-b32c-afcbe824826c.html#user-comment-area

	insidenova.com
	Prince William conservation forum to focus on closed public lands - INSIDENOVA.COM: News


	IzMmMtYWZjYmU4MjQ4MjZjLmh0bWwA: 
	form2: 
	q: 
	input7: 


	IzMmMtYWZjYmU4MjQ4MjZjLmh0bWwA: 
	form1: 
	password: 
	remember_me: 1
	username: 
	input16: 
	button3: 


	IzMmMtYWZjYmU4MjQ4MjZjLmh0bWwA: 
	form3: 
	button3: 
	button3_(1): 


	IzMmMtYWZjYmU4MjQ4MjZjLmh0bWwA: 
	form5: 
	button3: 


	IzMmMtYWZjYmU4MjQ4MjZjLmh0bWwA: 
	form7: 
	button3: 




